Methods | We reviewed responses to online surveys completed by ABD diplomates after they had concluded 1 or more of 27 online fPI activities from February 8 through July 21, 2016. The survey questions asked whether the participating dermatologist 1. thought the fPI module was relevant (yes or no), 2. changed documentation or management (yes, no, or it re- affirmed what I was already doing), 3. improved care (yes, no, or it reaffirmed what I was already doing), 4. believed any patient experienced better outcomes (yes, no, or unknown/too early to tell), and 5. recommends the fPI module to others (yes or no).
This study was exempt from formal review by the Marshfield Clinic Health System Institutional Review Board.
Results | During the study period, 318 fPI activities were started in 27 modules and 289 (90.9%) were completed. The Table lists the fPI modules that were started and completed.
Of the 289 dermatologists who completed the fPI activities, 103 (35.6%) identified practice gaps and implemented an intervention and a remeasurement phase. Of the 289 dermatologists, 283 (97.9%) assessed the activities as relevant. Most dermatologists (254 [87.9%] ) reported that the modules reaffirmed their current practice, whereas 19 (6.6%) reported that the modules helped change their practice. Twenty-four (8.3%) changed their care documentation habits, 36 (12.5%) believed care improved, and 47 (16.3%) reported that at least 1 patient experienced better outcomes because they completed the fPI modules. Two hundred eighty (96.9%) recommended the fPI modules at high rates (range by module, 88.9%-100%).
Discussion | In response to concerns about MOC, the ABD created relevant, free fPI activities to help some dermatologists identify and close practice gaps and to reaffirm appropriate care for many others. Other boards' practice assessment programs show similar results.
5 Dermatologists reported that some of their patients experienced better outcomes as a result of completing fPI modules. This study's limitations included the use of a small number of participants, which is possibly not representative of dermatologists in the United States. Participants may have been unaware that the survey was anonymous and therefore answered more positively, thinking their responses were identifiable. Although the results of the survey are encouraging, conclusions about the value or attribution to patient outcomes cannot be made about this pilot fPI modules program.
Conclusions | To our knowledge, the ABD's fPI pilot program has been successful and has led to practice-changing, relevant education at no additional cost. Expanding the fPI modules for the field remains a priority for the ABD. Contraceptive education prior to starting treatment with isotretinoin 1 1 (100) 0
Early assessment and intervention for infantile hemangiomas 1 1 (100) 0
Improved osteoporosis screening counseling and prevention for dermatology patients receiving long-term glucocorticoid therapy 1 1 (100) 0
Use of topical and oral antibiotics limited in patients with atopic dermatitis 1 1 (100) 0
Abbreviations: fPI, focused Practice Improvement; PQRS, Physician Quality Reporting System. a The denominator for percentages in the row.
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